s, i

brushes Wiilie, 2 13-y n
by Barbara Zenker of Weston and Kim Summers of

By Liz Mineo
STATWRIR

* or the past six weeks, Soneie Kammer

. has enjoyed the vaulting lessons at

unyegan Farmm in Wrentham as much

as her son. Lineker, 10, who is actually
the one taking them.

Though he grew up in his grand parents’ farm

lickers

Resident
introduces
horses
to urban
youth

playing with horses and other farm animals. the
boy had never been close to a horse since he
moved to the MetroWest area six years ago
from his native Brazil.

“This is an opportunity for him to relive his
memories.” said Kammer as she filmed her son
doing vaulting exercises on “Willie.” “I'm so

HORSES, see page 5
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Children learn to ‘horse around’

HORSES, from page 1
happy 10 see my son’s dream come
She’s not the only one who is

happy.

Lineker and five other Framingham
Brazilian boys were 1aking part in
“City 1o Saddle.” a program that of-
fers scholarships to groups of chil-
dren who couldn’t ordinarily afford
horsemanship activities.

“The program was founded last year
by Barbara Zenker of Weston and
Kim Summers of Medfield. Zenker,
a devoted rider, and Summers. an ex-
perienced  equestrian  instructor,
wanted to share the beauty and fun of
horsemanship programs.

o an opportunity (o learn fife
h as patience, Kindness,
n. courage and confi-
id Zenker, who contacted

jan boys through St. Tarci-
sius Church which offers masses in

Very expen

a vaulting lesson is between 520 to

$30 once a week. and up to $200 a

month if it’s twice a week. Riding

lessons can be between $40 to $75
er

Snnmu_r\ who at age 10 became a
working stable nt to help pay
for riding lessons and showing ex-
penses. knows it well.

“We wanted to bring children into
our programs who might not other-
wise have access to them,” said Sum-
mers. “We wanted all kids to have
the opportunity to do it

The program for the Brazilian boys
is the second of its kind. The first one
took place [astyeara! the Dana Hall
School Riding Center Summer
Horsemanship Program in Wellesley
and brought eight youngsters from
Dorchester.

Zenker and Summers hope o raise
more money to expand the program
to other communities.

Both programs were funded
through donations. The funds helped

“ding to the trainers.



Vartous childyen
Srom Framinghan
enjoy riding and reak-
ing care of Willie, a
13-year-old Quar-
terhorse, at Dunveg-
an Farm in Wren-
them on Moneay
dering the City to
Saddle progiam co-
Jounded by Barbara
Zeiiker of Weston,
Top to bottom, Yuri
Catao, 10, gets on
backwards; Victor
Santos, 9, pets
Willie: and Andre
De Mirandy, 10,
takes a ride.
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The boys leam more than riding a
horse or how to do tricks, They leamn
10 be calin. gentle, patient and sensi-
tive from being around horses, A
horse doesn’t respond o velling and
prefe: gentle voice and a calm
rider. said Zenker.

Luiz Fernandes. 10, has learned un-
forgettable lessons,

“Horses are humans with four
legs.” he said. “They have feelings
too. When they're angry, their ears

o buck, and if they're
1s they ‘re happy.”
Nine-year-old Victor Santos had
never been close to a horse and he'll
always remember i

“Tonce saw a horse back in Brazil,”
he said. “Td like 10 have a white
horse nextto my house so I could ride
itevery day and do cool tricks on it.”

On Monday afterncon, Lineker
was having the time of his life riding
Willie.

“Willie. you're awesome,” he said
as he caressed the 800-pound pony.
“You're the best horse in the whole
world.”

Anyone interested in the program
ar making a donation can contact
Barbara Zenker or Kim Summers at
citytosaddle @aol.com or at P.O. Box
456, Weston MA 02493,




